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delegation would be invited then in order to declare its
mission.
That same day, instead of attending the meeting, Talley-
rand had kept his promise tp visit the Czar. He had, how-
ever, first taken the precaution of informing Castlereagh
and Metternich of what had happened, "so as to allay any
suspicion of trickery which they might feel." After the long
audience, Talleyrand wrote Louis that "everything went
smoothly and peacefully." The interlocutors stated their
viewpoints frankly, but in the most cordial fashion; both
remained unconvinced, and they parted as old friends.
Talleyrand received the impression that the Czar had made
the interview in order to inform himself about the arma-
ment which had been attributed to France; to discover
whether France, if the case should arise, would be disposed
to conclude an alliance with Russia; and to sound out
France's real intentions with regard to Saxony.15 The
political gambler was playing his cards with incontestable
skill. Talleyrand saw in Russia, too, the possibility of carry-
ing out the plan which he was pursuing: to split up the
Coalition of Allies. It was evident that Alexander no
longer counted on obtaining what he wanted through the
support of his Allies; and, like Austria, he was beginning
to lean toward France.
When Talleyrand returned to his own lodgings after the
audience, he found the minister of Saxony, who conveyed
to him, with a protest from his King, a grave piece of
news. Prince Repnin, the Russian governor general in
Saxony, had proclaimed in a circular to the Saxon authori-
ties that, as a consequence of an agreement between Rus-
sia and Prussia to which Austria and England had given
their consent, he was turning over the administration of
the Saxon kingdom to the representatives of the Prussian
King. This was another blow. Alexander was repaying his
friend's support of his own plans, and making a twofold.
attempt to force the hand of the Congress and compromise
15 Corrcspondance iiftfdito pp. 119-1*7.